
A few words on our readings 

Acts 2.1-21   Pentecost was 50 days after the Feast of the Passover. It was an 

important point on the Jewish calendar, celebrating the giving of the Law to Moses at 

Sinai. But it is the point at which the New Covenant overtakes the Old as the Holy 

Spirit inaugurates the era of the Church and its mission. Wind and fire bear testimony 

to the power of the Holy Spirit which drives the gathered apostles out of the 

protection of the upper room into the business of everyday life on the marketplace 

in order to preach the Gospel. Equipped in every way for their new task they become 

communicators able to talk to all the many Jews gathered there for the Feast. We 

pray that the Holy Spirit may guide us as we seek to reach out beyond our church 

community. 

1 Corinthians 12. 3b-13 Paul underlines the fact that genuine Christian gifts come 

only from God. In listing various gifts or forms of ministry he stresses that they all 

have value in God’s sight. There are varieties of services, but the same Lord. His use 

of the body as an image of Christ’s Church is one which we can share in our 

separation from each other at this time. For in the one Spirit we were all baptised 

into one body. 

John 20.19-23   John gives his account of Jesus’ last words to his disciples and his 

giving of the Holy Spirit. He sends them out to carry on his work. As the Father sent 

me, so I send you. He empowers them with Holy Spirit and gives them the 

commission to forgive the sins of others. The core mission of the Church remains 

that of the Good News of Forgiveness. 

Prayers for 31.05.20 

This coming Sunday, 31st May, is Pentecost Sunday. Often we refer to it as the 

‘Birthday of the Church’. If we could have been together in church on this special day 

we would no doubt have had a service of celebration and possibly even a Pentecost 

Party. Hopefully we can look forward to doing this together next year! 

For now let us enjoy the diversity of Christianity which we enjoy in our world-wide 

church. The most important thing for me is that we are told in Acts 2 how everyone 

understood in their own language what was being said. 

Keeping this in mind, let us pray: 

We continue to pray for all NHS and care workers who help in so many different 

ways with those suffering from this awful virus.    

We pray for all those who have died and for those in our own parish who have 

recently passed away, including Sheila Baggott, who was a member of our 

congregation for many years. We pray also for those in our memorial book whose 



anniversary occurs this week: Clifford Saul, George Fletcher Peet, Benjamin John 

Hindley, George William Jones, Frank Oxspring, Alan Aizlewood, Ernest Edward Norris 

and Eric J Eaton.  

Lord please continue to touch our lives in so many ways. Thank you that you know 

each of us so well, regardless of our colour or creed, and that you know our needs 

even before we ask.  

Help us please to stay safe and well and to be able to stick to the rules which are 

intended for the good of us all. Please show us the way to go.   

We ask all of these things in your name Lord,  Amen   

 

Thy Kingdom Come (final days) 

Pray For 5 persons to come to Jesus:   

SATURDAY   Silence  Pray for the Holy Spirit to put on your heart the desires of heaven  for 

your 5.  

PENTECOST Sunday Thy Kingdom Come   Pray  ‘Come Holy Spirit’ for your 5 friends, that 

they may joyfully enter the Kingdom of God and find themselves used by God to pray and 

act ‘Thy Kingdom Come'. 

SATURDAY  30th The Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 

And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a 

mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for 

this comes from the Lord, the Spirit.   2 Corinthians 3.17,18 

                                                                 ********** 

PENTECOST Sunday  Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy 

Spirit.’   John 20.21,22 

This Sunday we pray with our Brothers and Sisters in our Link Diocese of Argentina : 

We ask God’s blessing and guidance on Bishop Greg and Bishop Elect Brian as they 

prepare for the handover of episcopal functions at the end of the year. We pray for 

them in the current difficulties of the pandemic and for an improvement in the 

finances of their Diocese (inflation runs at 50% in Argentina).  

We pray for our Parish of Santa Trinidad in Lomas and Rev. Mario Agreda for his work 

in Lomas and the rural community of Arias in the Pampas, a 4 hours drive away.  


